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Summary of Amy Tan’s Fish Cheeks
[bookmark: _GoBack]This is a short narrative of personal experience of written by Amy Tan herself. The story recollects the experiences of a young Amy Turn who fell in love with a minister’s son at the age of fourteen. Amy turn had developed a romantic feeling towards the minister's son named Robert. To make it worse, Amy Tan's father invited the minister and his family to a Christmas Eve dinner which made Amy Tan to go through a stressful evening.
This invitation stressed Amy Tan because she wondered what Robert would think of her Chinese neighbours who have no manners like those of the Americans "What would he think of our noisy Chinese relatives who lacked proper American manners?” (Tan 1). Generally, the invitation was a disappointment to Amy Tan because it exposed the shabby Chinese culture to Robert. That night, Amy Tan had a stressful night in the sense that the Christmas Eve dinner exposed the dark side of her relatives and her family to the person she thought she could fall in love with. 
While at the dining table, Amy Tan’s relatives behaved in a manner that disgusted the minister and his son. For example, they roamed from one corner of the table to the other to pick food from the many food palates that had been placed on the table. This was unlike the American table manners of the Minister and the son, Robert, who waited patiently to be served. The climax of the story s hen Amy Tan’s father uses his chopsticks to pick out the fish cheeks from the fish served to Robert and gives it to Amy saying "Amy, your favorite" (Tan 2). Amy wanted to disappear but she couldn’t.
In the end, Amy's mother knew that she always wanted to be like the white girls and therefore gave her a miniskirt to wear but reminded her to always remain Chinese inside her even if she dresses like a white girl.
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